Afridi stars in Pakistan Peace X] vi

Imran Khan vows to organise talent hunt
holding Twenty20 peace match

SAID ALAM KHAN
PESHAWAR

hid = =d's quick unbeaten 66 guided
ist:___Jace Xl to a dramatic five-wick-
ictory against Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
e Xl in the Twenty20 Peace Cricket
ch played here at jam-packed Arbab
t Cricket Stadinm on Sunday.
wm boom Afrid smashed 19-ball un-
e 66 runs with the help of seven huge
s and five cracking boundaries. Thou-
Is of cheering up spectators thronged
tadium before the start of the match.
relapped, whistled and raised slogans
ipport the players. Majority of the
‘ers were youngsters, even a good
ber of girls and children were also
ent there. Some of the spectators
omplained the lacking facilities at the
e
2re was thundering applause at the
racked stadium, when Afridi came to
rease before the team lost three
*ts for 102 runs but the batting of
i steered Pakistan Peace XI team
left-arm slar bowler Abdul Qadir to
:;L‘me five wickets victory.
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PTi chairman Imran K

Afridi was ably supported by dashing
wicketkeeper batsman promising M
Rizwan who made 40-ball 54 runs with six
fours and two sixes, M Fawad Alam played
a key knock of 27 runs with three fours,
For Inzamamul Hag-led Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Peace XI, bowler Abdul
Rauf took two wickets for 22 runs while
Shoaib Akhtar, Akram Raza and Rana
Naveedul got one wicket each,

Earlier, KP Peace XI skipper Izamam,
opting to bat first, set up a good target of

Programme to groom KPK youth | Says purpose of
to show the world soft image of Pakistan

L

han giving cheque to winning team captain Abdul Qadir.-Online

181 runs for the loss of six wickets after
playing the allotted 20 overs. Salim Malik
was the star of the day who smashed
cracking 51 runs off 27 balls with six fours
and twao sixes while Shahzeb Hasan added
46, M Yousaf 37 and Imran Nazim 27 runs.
Inzamam made only three runs, For Pak-
istan Peace X1, Afridi clinched two wick-
ets for 29 while Abdul Razzaq claimed two
wickets for 34, Khalil one for 24 and
Fawad Alam one for 16 runs.

Losing two wickets for 32 runs in sev-

On

en overs, Fawad and Rizwan provided 50-
run partnership for the third wicket but ||
when Fawad was declared as retired hurt, . §
Afridi took the charge and smashed some
superb shorts before Umnar Gul (7) and Ab- |
dul Razaag (5) gone to the dressing
rooms, \

Cricket-turned politician and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran
Khan was the chief guest at the occasion
and gave away a cheque of Rs 100,000 to ;
winning caption Abdul Qadir and match
of the match award to Afridi.

Speaking on the occasion, Khan said:
“Sports stadiums will be constructed in all
the districts'of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, We
will also hold a talent hunt programme at
U-17 level to hunt and groom the youth of
the province.”

He said sport playing facilities would

also be provided to the youth of FATA.

“There is no dearth of talent but such tal-
ent has heen deprived of key playing fa-
cilities. We want to bring that talent in the
main stream by providing them modern
day coaching. The purpose of holding
this match is to show the world that the
people of KPK are peace loving and want
peace,” Khan concluded.

PESHAWAR: Shahid Afridi plays a shot during the Love Pakistan Twenty20 peace match.
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apiain Jmran Khan presents the cheque to Pakistan
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He also announced launching of a

Talent Hunt Scheme at under-17 |
level —APP
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Cricket lovers watch a mr d'uu i‘lmrl
dium, Peshawar, Sunday. (lnset) PTI chairman Imran Khan addresses spectators. —PPlj)

ly-20 Peace Cricket Tournament, organised by the ;rm’nc.'al government at Arbab Niaz

P

Imran brings
star cricketers

to Peshawar
for peace

I From Delawar Jan

PESHAWAR: A T20 cricket
show match that involved Pak-
istan cricket legends and con-
temporary players drew a huge
crowd exceeding 20,000 to the
forlorn Arbab Niaz Stadium on
Sunday.

It was something for Pe-
shawarites (o cheer in vears in
a city frequently battered by
terrorist atlacks.

The mateh demonstrated
people’s undiminished eraze for
cricket despite the fact that no
international match has been
played in Peshawar for the Jast
seven years. They defied all

Continved on page 8

w - TEA—— be constrcted in all districts of KPK,
He also announced launching of a

FORMER Pakistan captain Imran Khan presents the cheque to Pakistan Taignt .H_.\int Scheme at under-17
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Continued from page 1

threats as Peshawar has cease-
lessly been the target of bomb
attacks and streamed into the
stadium fearlessly. The 20,000-
capacity stadium was jam-
packed, leaving many more out-
side the gates.

The holding of such a suc-

" cessful mateh was the result of

efforts initiated by Imran Khan,
a great cricket legend himself
whose party, the Pakistan
Tehreek-Insaf, is now ruling the
troubled province of Khyber
Palditunkhwa. He led the efforis
for bringing cricket to -Arbab

| Niaz Stadivm and watched it sit-

|

| ting among the roaring crowd.

The spectators had a reason
to roar as ‘Boom Boom Shahid
Afridi’ was on ihe field. And he
entertained the crowd in the

best possible way by hitting
gixes and fours. He belted the
ball all around wicket, making
&6 runs off 19 balls. Afridi hit
seven sixes and five boundaries
in his innings besides clinching
two wickets, taking his team,
the Pakistan Peace X1, to a five-
wickel win.

His team was captained by
Abdul Qadir, once a magical leg-

e B <tar Salim Malil
also made a quick half century.

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Peace XI led by legendary bats-
man Inzamamu! Haq scored 180
runs in the allotted 20 overs. The
Pakistan Peace XI chased the
score in the 19th over.

Some of the other players
who participated in the match
included Abdul Razzag, Umar
Gul, Shoaib Akhtar, Imran Nazir,
Fawad Alam and Muhammad

The match enthralled the
people, who not only enjoyed
the mix of former and contem-
porary cricketers playing to-
gether but also passed messages
to the world. ‘Pakhtuns are
peace-loving,” said a placard.
Another spectator urged the
waorld to play cricket in Pak-
istan. “Int’l cricket should re-
sume now in Pakistan so that
people enjoy it," his placard
said.

Women also turned up to
watch the maich. Some were
veiled, others had brought their
children along.

No international cricket
match has been played in Pak-
istan after the attack on the Sri
Lankan team in Lahore in 2009,
All efforts by Islamabad and the
cricket board topersuade inter-

national cricket teams to play in
Pakistan have failed. Even the
likes of Bangladesh cricket team
were not willing to tour Pak-
istan. The lack of international
cricket has not only been affect-
ing players but also depriving
people of watching such con-
tests.

But Peshawar was ignored
much before the 2009 attack.
The year 2006 was the last time
when an international match be-
tween India and Pakistan was
played here. For three years, be-
tween 2006 and 2009, the Pak-
istan Cricket Board did not
schedule any match at the Arbab
Niaz Stadium. This venue is also
ignored for domestic cricket.

Some spectators said the
match could herald good days
for cricket in Pakistan. “It's a
clear message that Peshawar is

apeaceful city, and sports-loving
people live here, Come and play
here,” said a spectator.

Shahid Afridi tweeted after
the maich: “Peshawar crowd ad-
mired me with their peace jour-
ney. Int'l events soon. Request
media to highly appreciate the
efforts.” Another of his tweet
said: “Going back with good
memories.”

Strict security arrangements
were made for the match. All
roads, a favourite security strat-
egy of Peshawar Police, leading

to the stadium were closed. It.

created problems not only for
those who wanted to go to the
stadium but also for the ordi-
nary citizens. At the enirance,
the security was tough. To the
credit of Peshawar Police
though, no unpleasant incident
happened.

Twitter cluttered with mes-
sages that praised the holding
of peace cricket match in Pe-
shawar but criticised the elec-
tronic media for not telecasting
the match live. ] agree with &
tweeter that if incidents of
blasts in KP are shown for
hours, why is the maich at
Arbab Niaz Stadium not being
shown? #PeaceMatchPe-
shawar," tweeted Abdul Majeed
Khan.

One Awab Alvi took on both
the Pakistan Television and
Geo. “So if PTV did not cover
#PeaceMatchPeshawar  be-
cause it is state-controlled, then
Geo did not cover because
Geo's Sethi is in state controlled
PCB."

Ahmad Jamal also did not
like the blackout of the match.
“Alright, if television channels

Imran brings star cricketers to Peshawar for peace

project negativity; we - the so-
cial media is committed to pro-
ject positivity. All tweets for
#PeaceMatchPeshawar,” the
tweeter said.

Imran Khan, who was the
chief guest, praised the people
for turning up in such a great
numbers. He thanked the crick-
eters for coming to Peshawar
for the game. He said his gov-
ernment would build a cricket

stadium in every tehsil across |

the province to promote
cricket. Imran Khan, who led
the team to win the only World
Cup for Pakistan in 1992, said
talent-hunt for under-17 would
be launched in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Fata and the
best players would be trained
by cricket coaches. “We will
give Pakistan team the best
cricketers,” he vowed.

;
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i

be constructed in all districts of KPK. |
He also announced launching of a
Talent Hunt Scheme at under-17
lovel —APP
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PESHAWAR: Shahid Afridi bowling during the Twenty20 Peace Cup match at the Arbab Niaz Cricket Stadium on

Sunday.—Shahbaz Butt/White Star

Belligerent Afridi
lights up Peace Cup

PESHAWAR, Oct 13: Shahid
Afridi bludgeoned a quickfire 66 off
19 balls to guide Pakistan Peace X1
to a dramatic five-wicket victory over
KEhyber Pakhtunkhwa Peace XTI in
the Twenty20 Peace Cup cricket
match here on Sunday.

Former Pakistan captain received
a rousing welcome from the jam-
packed Arbab Niaz Cricket Stadium
crowd when he came to the crease at
the fall of the third wicket on 102,
Egged on by the delirious fans,
Afridi smashed seven sixes and six
boundaries before finishing the

game with a towering six. °

Afridi was well supported by
upcoming wicket-keeper/batsman
Mohammad Rizwan who made 54 off
40 balls with the aid of six boundaries
and two sixes, while Fawad Alam con-
tributed 27 off 26 with three fours.

Rizwan and Fawad added 50 for
the third wicket before Fawad
retired to let Afridi take charge.

For Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Peace
X1, who were led by ex-national cap-
tain Inzamam-ul-Haq, Abdur Rauf
claimed two wickets for 22 runs in his
four-over spell. Fast bowler Shoaib

FORMER Pakistan captain Tmran Khan presents the cheque to Pakistan
T W mheframn e Al Madic _White ' Star

Akhtar got one wicket for 31 in four
overs while Akram Raza and Rana
Naved-ul-Hasan also bagged a wicket
each for 39 and 42 runs, respectively.

Earlier, after winning the toss and
batting first, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
reached 181-6. Saleem Malik, vet
another former Pakistan captain,
blasted 51 runs from 27 balls with six
boundaries and two sixes

Hard-hitting opener Shahzaib
Hasan hit 46 off 32 balls with six
fours and a brace of sixes while
Mohammad Yousuf scored a 27-ball
37 with five hits to the fence and
Imran Nazir made 27 off 20 balls
with six boundaries. Inzamam, how-
ever, could make only three.

Shahid Afridi (2-29) and Abdul

“Razzaq (2-34) were the main. wicket- ,

takers for the winning team, while
Mohammad Khalil and Fawad Alam
grabbed one wicket each for 24 and
16 runs, respectively.

Pakistan’s 1992 World Cup-win-
ning skipper Imran Khan who heads
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf was the
chief guest during this special match
distributed the prizes.

Speaking on the occasion, Imran
pledged that sports stadiums would
be constructed in all districts of KPK.
He also announced launching of a

Talent Hunt Scheme at under-17
laval —_APP
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ItY | AHORE: Ex-LCCA secrotary Mian Javed Ali and chief organiser Iftikhar Elahi speak at press
Ssony mmnpm-fmm Premier Cricket League.
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ISCW vows to
revive int’l sports
in Pakistan

Insaaf Sporlx and Culture Wiu,g [ISCW]
Thursday announced to organise Imran
Khan Peace Cricket League and interna-
tional players-featuring Khan Premier
League (KPL) to revive international crick-
et in Pakistan,

Speaking at the press conference, sports
and culture coordinator for PTI Iftikhar
Elahi, along with Punjab insaaf sports wing
prendanhﬂan]wedﬂﬁ,aaid.%hamde-
cided to organise these events in order to
save and promote fast declining sports of the
country. We will hold Imran Khan Peace
Cricket League in which four teams from
province, one each Fata and Afghanistan will
take part”

“We will also hold the Khan Premier
League, better than the Indian Premier
League (IPL) in nextyear March in cooper-
ation with the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB).
Top players of the world especially of Eng-
land, Australia and New Zealand will be in-
vnmimpmﬂﬁpatemitandtnmkettasuc—
cess,” Elahi added. “All the four provinces
teams along with Fata and
teams will vie for top honour in the Imran
Khan Peace Cricket League while after that,
we will hold Imran Khan Peace Football
League in which world renowned foot-
baller David Beckham as we have already
talked to him in this regard” Elahi stated.

Praising the steps taken by the Punjab
government regarding revival of sports,

: "Punjab
job by promoting sports at grassroots lev-
el and also striving to revive national and in-
ternational sports in the country. But im-
mmumm

country.” Meanwhile, Mian Javed Ali said that
for PCB chairman slot, no Lahore region can-
didate is finalized yet but for the Lahore re-
gion elections to be held in the last week of

ﬂﬁsmonﬂa.w-zmmppwﬁngmwap
Nadeem Ahmad as LCCA president.

———
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Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf activ
after he fell off a forklift mom

P ' "
B Nl \

— — — e

ists carry PTI Chairman Imran Khan ou

ents before delivering a speech. The PTI

head following the 14-foot fall, IQTIDAR ZATDI

ore | Fallen to rise?

political gathering,
chief received multiple stitches to his

Attacks on

Staff Report

PESHAWAR: FEighteen peo-
ple were reported killed in
bwo attacks - one targeting the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Faz]
and the ‘other Pakistan
People’s Party in Hangu, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

“Twelve people were
=ported dead and 34 others
re injured,” Hangu Assistant
ommissioner Abdul
ameed told’ media after a

SIS e

-F, PPP election rallics

suicide bomber on a motorcy-
cle blew himself up close to
Mufti Syed Janan, candidate
of JUI-F for PK43 (Hangu), in
Doaba area of Hangu district,
Mufti Janan received some
bruises. However, his two
bodyguards were among the
injured. It is the second attack
against a JUI-F candidate in
Iwo days. On Monday,
Muneer Orakzai, JUI-F candi-
date for NA-38, escaped a
bomb explosion which killed

19 people in Kurram tribal
region near the border with
Afghanistan.

“Syed Janan, who was a
member of the previous KP
Assembly, was on a door-to-
door campaign in Doaba
bazaar when the suicide
bomber blew himself up close
to the JUI candidate,” Hangu-
based journalist Umer Farooq
Parachi told Daily Times.
Four schoolchildren were
among the dead, the journalist

said, adding that the blast too
place near a private school.
the 43 wounded people 10 ar
in a critical condition, hospite
sources told Daily Times.

Meanwhile, a  roadsid
blast in Lower Dir killed si
people ‘at a PPP electic
rally. The blast took place
the brother of a provinci
assembly candidate for th
PPP was on a door-to-doc
campaign to canvass voters
police said.,

(Imran falls from height
at Lahore election rally

¥ PTI chief admitted to SKMCH after injuries to head; condition stable

® Police decides to investigate personal guards accompanying Imran

Nawaz cancels political

Pakistan
(PTI)
airman Imran Khan got

seriously injured after falling

a car lifter which was

participate
processions in Lahore on the
same day as well as a two-

from

n SEVEN

long election march
Lahore to Islamabad

that was to commence today
(Wednesday) in which Imran
was going to speak to the
masses in 13 different cities
on the GT Road. Imran
received Iwo serious injuries
- one on the forehead and
second on the nght side of
his skull - and two on has
foot and back. Due to

activities over Imran

RAWALPINDI: PML-N President Nawaz Sharif on
Tuesday announced to postpone all his political
engagements for a today (Wednesday) to express
sympathy with PTT chief Imran E\h;nL_ who fell of a
forklift and received injuries at a public meeting in
Lahore. *I pray for early recovery of Imran Khan. 1

sing him to the shipping
| eqniainer stage from which
| hg was to address a gathering,
| iff Gulberg, on Tuesday.
Television footage
owed Imran bleeding
0 the head a8 he was
ried by aides through the
wd at the evemt. The 60-

L r= ' has ' annousce to cancel all my political engagements # foot . _
"'T‘r"]tl:lt::-cn a“hguni_-.hin; scheduled for Wednesday,” the PML-N chief said while injuries on the h_f_gd, I':; lost a
- \imle ~f daily rallics but ' addressing a public meeting at Liaguat Bagh He also lot o_fl h]mm‘_an L fell
" v his asked the participants of ths ~—w==ting to prav for Imzan e T Ta I i
T o - i
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